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being assumes In this theory the exalted character of
a fellow-labourer with the Highest, a fellow-combatant
In the great strife; contributing his little, which by
the aggregation of many like himself becomes much,
towards that progressive ascendancy, and ultimately
"complete triumph of good over evil, which  history
points  to,   and  which  this  doctrine teaches us  to
regard as planned by the Being to whom we owe all
the   benevolent   contrivance   we behold in  Nature.
Against the moral tendency of this creed no possible
objection can lie:  it can produce on  whoever can
succeed in believing it, no other than an ennobling
effect.    The evidence for it, indeed, if evidence it can
be called, Is too shadowy and unsubstantial, and the
promises  it holds out too distant  and uncertain, to
admit of its being a permanent substitute for the
religion of humanity;   but the two may be held in
conjunction:   and he to whom ideal good, and the
progress of the world towards it, are already a religion,
even though that other creed may seem to him a
belief not   grounded on  evidence, is   at  liberty to
indulge the pleasing and encouraging thought, that
its truth is possible.    Apart from all dogmatic belief,
there is for those who need it, an ample domain in
the region of the imagination which may be planted
with possibilities, with hypotheses which cannot be
known to be false;   and when there is anything in
the appearances of nature to favour them, as in this
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